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Reactions after MR shot
coincidental: Expert panel

27 Students Reported Symptoms After Immunization Drive
PREVENTING THE KILLER BISEHLSES

Umesh.isalkar
@timesgroup.com

Pune: A l8member expert
committee formed fo assess
thecasesof reactionsafter me-
aslesrubella (MR) wvmccina-
tion in the city have termed
them “efther coincidental or
anxiety-related”,

Asmany 8527 students had
reported some or the other
symptoms of reactions’ follo-
wing the Immunization drive
In the city which started on
November 27 last year

The expert committesuna-
nimously concluded that the-
s¢ reactions were not vacelne
related. Some of the known
vaccine-related reactions fol-
lowing the measles-rubella
shot include rash and ehing.
Only four students among the
27 vacoinated children have
reparted rash and itching so
far

Around 6.35 lakh students
s well as children below five
yedrs acroas the city have alre-
ady been vaccinated during
the Immunization campalgn.
“Muajority of teh children who
suffered from adverse events
were above four vears of ape
Most common side effects we-
re anxiety-related seen mostly
Inschool-going agegroup,” pa-
ediatrician Sanjay Lalwani,
who wasone of experts in the
committes, told TOL

Only four of 27 students
¢ complained of rash andi it
ching, which was eventually
found to be vaccine-related
i “Suchreaction can oceur with
! any vaccine Paediatrician

» Measles kills nearly 49,200
children in India ever year

» Rubella infection during
pregnancy can cause abartion,
still birth and may lead to
multiple birth defects in the
newborn, including blindness/
deafness and heart defects

NATIONWIDE
VACCINATION DRIVE

measles, control rubella and

measles-rubella (MR)
vaccination campaign for children

* Measles-rubelia vaccine
gives lifefong protection in most
of the children

* India has resolved to eliminate

WHO SHOULD BE IMMUNIZED?,
> All children who have completed

-
congenital rubella syndrome nine months of age and are below 15 / Thﬁl;a is
ey years of age should be immunized, ik,
» In that direction, the regardless of previous vaccination sta- | vaceinating
Centre has planned tus when it comes to measles/rubella || gicls who are

» Malnourished children should be having

vaccinated on a priority basis as they menstrual
are mare likely to have complications periods
like diarrhoea and pneumonia
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and vaccinating offfcers are
very well aware of this fact
and there is noneed to panicas
these reactions are minorand
sibside easily™ Lalwani, who
Isalsothe presidentof thecity
chapter of Indian Academy of
Paediatrics (LAP), said,
Experts came up with this
conclusion based on the refe
rences and guidelines given by
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO). “There can be si-
de effects in few children post-
vaccination. These can be lo-
cal, meaning at the injection
site, and may result in itching,

burning sensation, swelling,
tenderness and hives. Howe-
vern they subside after medica-
tion,” paediatrician Amiuta
Walimbe said,

To increase the coverage of
the drive In Pune city, govern-
ment officials should have
started propagating actual in-
cidence of congenital rubella
using mass media tools, acti-
vists said.

“Peopleare unawareabout
rubella and the nesd for the
vaccination. [Fexact facts and
details of previously diagno-
sedl cases had been highligh-

ted inmedia two months bafio-
re the drive, the coverage ratio
woulld have inereased,” health
activist Sanjay Dabhade sald,
adding that paedistricians
should also have been invalved
in campaign at the early stage,

"There woreminor and ve
ry few side effects after the me-
asles-rubella vaceination.
Mass media tools should be
employed to dispel any fear
about the vaccination drive, If
done. this will allay anxiety
and Increass vaccine covera-
ge,” paediatrician Sonall Pal-
karsald,



