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Paediatricians to be 'roped
in for MR vaccination drive

Umesh.isalkarftimesgroup.com

 Pune: Civic health officials will
 rope in paediatricians for the

(MR).
I Around 450 lakh students
i fromBs0schoals were Immunised
i inthecity duringthefirst phaseol’

i the vaccination drive from No-

vember27 last vear

The second phasewouldfocus
on immunising kids in the 9
months to five years age bracket.
"Paedintricians with maximum
footfall will be asked to volunteer
by providingthelrclinie hospital
forvaccinationanfixed days. " the
henlth officials sald, adding that
they would provide vaccines and
staff for the immunisationdrive,

Office-bearers of Indian Aca-

meirsuppm'ttutlmmmm
“We havealready vacoinated over
5% schoolgoing children in the
six years to 15 years age bracket,
We will now focus on vaccinating
nine months to fve vears age
bracket children from Wednes.
dlay Already, we have vaccinated
around 1 lakh children in this age
bmckets.mhuu]slm*imnum?

He sald parents trust their
children’s paedistricians more
mnmybudyeimmnm
to the health of their children.
‘Hmmmmimmm
whrupﬂuila‘mman.awlﬂlﬂ

wir.hthahnmm&mthunf
under this age bracket,”
“Shahadded.
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M ESTIMATED POPULATION M VACCINATED

THE OBJECTIVE

W The aimis to
vaccinate about
9,50 |akh stisdents
aged between nine
months and 15
years against
measles-rubella

B The vaccination
drive will cover
about 1,254 private,
government, aided
and non-aided
schools and 936
anganwadis in the
city

mm:e»m

> Annual birth cohort | 50k children/year

» Migratory population in the vaccination
age bracket | 30,000-50,000 every year

camnrmmm
Department)

ans) clinics and hospitals for vac-
vaccines will be-provided by the
Pune Municipal Corporsitionand
children will be vaceinated as per
the convenient diys and time af

the measlesrubella vactination
drive. Hence, we will support itac-
thvely when [t comes to vaccing-
ting the below five year age birack-
er”
Therearsover 750 paediatricl-
ans inPunedistrict, including the
municipal limits of Pune and
Pimpri Chinchwad. “If all the 750

paediatricians are roped in'by the
health officials at municipal cos
parations and district level, cove
rageof below Tveyearsagebrack-
etwillbeoptimal,” Lalwani snid.
Measles is a highly infectious
disease that continues to kill ma-
ny infants and young children,
Rubella infection ina pregnant
wiman disables a child for lifi
with eomgenitnl rubells syndro-
me(CRS) that may result in deaf-
niess, blindniess and heart defects,
*Thiscan be prevented by vac-
vaccine. Measles Immunization
will help directly in reducing de-
aths of children aged below five
vears, The rubella vaceine will
prevent CRS, thereby reducing
disabilities,” Lalwanisaid.



